Baskets of
: heirlooms fill
. thestalls at

~ TomatoFest, in
- California’s
. Carmel Valley.
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What drives a man to cross the cou Pyto taste hundreds

" of tomatoes? JONATHAN REYNOLDS embarks on an
eplc quest to redlscover tl}é helr}oom frmt of his youth

s A KID, 1 THOUGHT: }OMATOES gwere terrlfylng They felt soft and..

\ creepy when ripe, were v1suallyanu{mdatmg once sliced, and their .+ -

¥ W harsh flavor—acidic and salty—=didn’t jibe with the mushy bland-

' ness that usually characterizes kid food (or certainly did mine).

. Butati81] spent a‘summer working on a dairy farm in Waitsfield, Ver-
“mérft and. th a}'mer axid hlS w:fe, Qus ind Elsie Wallis neltht?r of My
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